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RESOLUTION

Regional working meeting 

«Daurian Steppes» (Landscapes of Dauria) as a potential transnational World Heritage Property*

February 15-16, 2012, Chita, Russia 

Organizers: 

The Daursky State Nature Biosphere Reserve, and the Natural Heritage Protection Fund with support of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation, and the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety.

20 representatives of governmental institutions, scientific and public organizations from Russia, Mongolia and Germany, experts from international environmental institutions participated in this regional meeting.

Acting within the Global Strategy for a Balanced, Representative and Credible World Heritage List, taking into account decisions made at the 4th and 5th meetings of the Joint Commission of the Chinese-Mongolian-Russian Dauria International Protected Area (DIPA), as well as taking into consideration the experience of preparing transnational nominations of natural properties, the participants of the meeting made out the following suggestions and recommendations:

1. Preparation of the nomination «Daurian Steppes» (Landscapes of Dauria)
· The proposal for the transnational nomination should involve the following Specially Protected Areas (SPAs): 

Russian Federation: Daursky State Nature Biosphere Reserve and its protected area; State Wildlife Refuge of Federal significance «Valley of dzeren».

* This project is financed by the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety with means of the Advisory Assistance Programme for Environmental Protection in the Countries of Central and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia. It is managed by the German Federal Environment Agency (Umweltbundesamt, UBA) and technically supervised by the German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (Bundesamt für Naturschutz, BfN). 

The content of this publication lies within the responsibility of the authors.

The possibility of inclusion of the State Wildlife Refuge of Regional significance «Aginskaya Steppes» shall be studied.

Mongolia:  Strictly Protected Area «Mongol-Daguur» with its buffer zone.

The following items are to do:

· At the suggestion of the Mongolian party to consider possible changes of the nomination title «Daurian Steppes» for «Landscapes of Dauria».
· Study the necessity of the determination of a buffer zone for the proposed World Heritage Site. 

· Prepare the application form for the inclusion of SPA «Mongol-Daguur» into the Mongolian Tentative List, with mentioning its transnational character. 

· Taking into account the fact, that the territory contains the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of special and threatened biological diversity, and represents  significant on-going ecological and biological processes in the evolution of terrestrial and fresh water ecosystems, nominate “Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”) according to the criteria ix and x of the Operational Guidelines. 

· Take as a base the draft statement of “outstanding universal value” (OUV) of the transnational property “Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”), made out by the participants of the meeting (appendix 2).

· Use in the process of nomination preparation the materials of research papers, made within Russian-Mongolian cooperation on Dauria International Protected Area (DIPA), UNDP/GEF steppe project, WWF Amur Ecoregion program. 

· Ask Russian-Mongolian part of Joint Commission on DIPA, and on its behalf – working group of DIPA, to be a coordinator in the nomination preparation. 
· Approve made out suggestions on the members of the two national working groups dealing with the nomination preparation, appoint national coordinators (appendix 3). 

· Consider long-term plan of cooperation within DIPA, as a mutual plan of management of nominated property. 

· Determine the date of December 25, 2012 as a term when the transnational nomination “Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”) should be submitted to UNESCO World Heritage Centre. 

· Preparation of the nomination should be provided according to the coordinated work-plan (appendix 1).

· Inform the government of RF and Mongolia about the results of the held working meeting and the beginning of work on the preparation of Russian-Mongolian nomination “Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”). Apply the request for the governments for organizational support of the process of nomination preparation, including the adoption of appropriate resolutions and intergovernmental agreements. Apply the same request to the government of the Zabaikalye Territory (Russia) and Dornod aimak in Mongolia.

2. Attraction of financial resources
· Formulate clear suggestions for co-funding the work on the nomination preparation by the UNDP/GEF Steppe project.
· Provide information support and public awareness of the work on the nomination (publishing in scientific periodicals, mass-media, editing information note, translation and distribution of special literature, making web-sites nominated SPNAs etc.). 

Conclusion

· Participants of the working meeting like to thank German experts and IUCN expert for the support of the work on the nomination of transnational property “Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”) and express the hope for further cooperation on the submission of the nomination to the World Heritage Centre.
· Participants like to thank the director and staff of the Daursky State Nature Biosphere Reserve for the excellent organization of regional working meeting at high level as well as for the friendly hospitality.
· Finally the participants like to thank the Natural Heritage Fund for preparing and chairing the workshop.
Appendix 1

Work-plan on the preparation of transnational nomination “Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”)
	Event
	Term
	Responsible
	Expected results

	Holding regional meeting on the preparation of transnational nomination “Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”).
	02.2012
	Daursky State Nature Biosphere Reserve, Natural Heritage Protection Fund.
	Determined the members of national working group on the nomination preparation.
Made work-plan. 

Established nominating criteria.

Discussed nomination borders and its buffer zones.

Worked out working version of the statement of outstanding universal value.

	Making suggestions for UNDP/GEF Steppe project.
Preparation and submission of application form from Mongolia to the World Heritage Centre.
	03.2012
	Daursky State Biosphere Nature Reserve

Mongol-Daguur SPA
	Natural property “Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”) is included into Mongolian Tentative List. 

	Preparation of materials of Mongolian and Russian parts of nomination.


	03 – 06. 2012
	National working groups on the nomination preparation.

German experts.
	Made out draft nomination for Mongolian and Russian parts. 

Each state prepared all  necessary components for its part of nomination dossier according to «Format for the nomination of properties for the inscription on the World Heritage List»:

Text of nomination, cartographic materials, legal, photo/video documents, lists of flora and fauna, bibliography, forms of visual materials authorization.



	Organization of extended meeting of international working group with participation of international experts. Field works.
	06.2012
	Daursky State Nature Biosphere Reserve. 
	Reached the agreements on making one nomination dossier.

Gathered additional field materials, provided photo/video shooting.

	Consolidation of prepared materials of national nominations into one package of documents.


	06-09.2012
	National working groups on the nomination preparation.


	There is preliminary variant of transnational nomination.



	Organization of meeting of international working group with participation of international experts.
	09.2012
	Mongol-Daguur SPA.
	There is coordinated variant of transnational nomination.



	Final editing of nomination materials, making necessary additions and alterations.

Translation and distribution of package of documents.
	09-12.2012 
	National working groups on the nomination preparation.


	Text of nomination and necessary appendixes translated into English.



	Closing meeting on the base of the International Academy for Nature Conservation, Isle of Vilm.
	12.2012
	The International Academy for Nature Conservation. 
	Final variant of nomination dossier, being technically and scientifically checked.

	Coordination of the nomination with appropriate governmental institution, submission to UNESCO World Heritage Centre.
	till 25.12.2012
	National working groups on the preparation of the nomination.


	Nomination dossier of “Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”) in 3 copies in English, signed by appropriate governmental institutions of Mongolia and Russia, with motivation letters from UNESCO National Commissions and submitted to the World Heritage Centre.


Appendix 2

The draft statement of “outstanding universal value” (OUV) of the transnational property “Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”)
The Russian-Mongolian serial property “Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”) is located on the border of the two components of Daurian steppe ecoregion, which is one of the most important ecoregions for the world biodiversity conservation within Global 200 initiative: Mongol-Manchurian steppe and Daurian forest-steppe. Steppe properties are scarcely represented in the World Heritage List now. Daurian steppe is one of the most spacious and well-preserved examples of natural steppe complexes on the planet that includes most valuable for conservation of the world biodiversity intrazonal wetlands and forest-steppe landscapes. In the property practically entire historic set of plant and animal species characteristic of the steppes and forest-steppes of Dauria is presented. Here there are almost all types of plant associations peculiar for the region, as well as all the complex of mammal species (50 species) and birds (327 species).

Variety of the species composition and abundance of birds and mammals, the number of rare species in the property is much higher than in the other steppe areas of Eurasia and the planet as a whole. This is determined by a number of factors: variety of biotopes (here all the range of landscapes and biotopes characteristic of Daurian ecoregion are compactly placed including the unique Torey lakes), position on the narrowing of birds’ migration routes and on the junction of large biogeographical divisions, and also changeability of ecosystems caused by the cyclic character of the climate. 

In the Torey depression the global East Asian-Australasian migration route of waterfowl, near-water birds and passerines is narrowed and it is the key area where they stop and rest. The Torey lakes with the mouths of the Imalka and the Uldza rivers, as well as a part of the Uldza floodplain, are inscribed on the list of wetlands of international importance and key ornithological areas (Important Bird Area). Here up to 3 million birds stop on the flyway. Of the feathered species registered in the area more than half are migrants. In the area 15 species are registered that are globally endangered and inscribed on the IUCN Red List (2011): 1 Critically Endangered, 3 Endangered, 11 Vulnerable, about 40 – inscribed on the Red Books of Russia and Mongolia. The area is of special value for conservation of cranes. Here 6 species of cranes live including concentration in the Torey depression before fall migration up to 20 % of the world population of demoiselle crane, up to 12 % of the world population of black crane, up to 5 % of white-naped crane, and up to 1 % of Siberian crane. The Torey lakes are one of the four areas known in the world where relict gull nests (more than 20 % of the world population), the lakes depression and the adjacent parts are the habitat of more than 13 % of the great bustard oriental subspecies world population. It is one of the last regions of Palearctic where numerous herds of wild ungulates – dzerens (Mongolian gazelles) still exist. The area is of key importance for preservation of natural mass transboundary migrations of dzeren – the last grand phenomenon of the kind in Central Asia. Almost every year the total number of migrant dzerens wintering in the area under description amounts to 100 thousand individuals (5-8 % of the species world population), and the numbers of resident antelopes are 7-8 thousand. 

Location of the territory on the junction of several floristic and faunistic divisions at once determines the endemic composition of communities, which includes representatives of floras and faunas of different origins simultaneously. 

The area presents an outstanding example of evolutional processes: the natural communities of the Torey depression and the nearby parts formed under conditions of periodic climate change, which has caused the development of a number of adaptations on the species and communities levels to continuous deep changes in the living conditions. At present climatic cycles within which a droughty phase is followed by a wet one occur in relatively short terms (about 30 years) causing considerable and relatively fast reconstruction of the steppe ecosystems and radical reconstruction of the wetlands. Periodic transformation of wet biotopes into dry ones and visa versa provides optimum conditions for inhabitance in one area of great many species with different, sometimes opposite, ecological demands. The property is of doubtless scientific value as an example of species and ecosystems adaptation to constantly changing climatic conditions, and is a convenient object for monitoring these processes.  
Appendix 3

International working group on the preparation of transnational nomination

“Daurian Steppes” (“Landscapes of Dauria”)
Mr. Butorin A., President of the Natural Heritage Protection Fund – project coordinator

Mongolia 
1. Dr. Namkhai A., Director-General, Department of Special Protected  Area Management, the Ministry of Nature, Environment and  Tourism of Mongolia and Deputy Chair of Mongolian Committee of World Heritage

2. Dr. Urtnasan N., Senior specialist, Agency of Culture and Art of the Ministry for Science, Education and Culture of Mongolia, Member of ICOMOS and President of National Committee of Mongolian Cultural Heritage

3. Mr. Dashdorj H., Director of Administration of ‘Dornod-Eastern’ Special Protected Area (Daurian Strictly Protected Area)

4. Dr. Tseveenmyadag N., Director of Laboratory, Institute of Biology, Academy of  Sciences of Mongolia 

Russia

1. Dr. Kirilyuk O., Leading scientist of Daursky State Nature Biosphere Reserve (coordinator)

2. Dr. Kirilyuk V., Deputy Director of Daursky State Nature Biosphere Reserve

3. Dr. Goroshko O., Deputy Director of Daursky State Nature Biosphere Reserve

4. Dr. Tkachuk T., Leading scientist of Daursky State Nature Biosphere Reserve

5. Ms. Kobyakova S., scientist of Institute of Geography, Russian Academy of Sciences

Advisory guests

1. Dr. Golde, Andreas, Dresden University of Technology  
2. Prof. Dr. Hans D. Knapp, International Academy for Nature Conservation, German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation
