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«The Green Belt of Fennoscandia» (Russian part) nomination preparation report  executed upon the FEE CONTRACT № 876494.3 between UNESCO and the Natural Heritage Protection Fund

I. According to the contract, in March-November 2004 the Fund has executed the following work: 

1. From 25 to 26 of April, 2004 in St. Petersburg an international workshop was convened with 20 experts from institutions, SPAs and NGOs of Finland, Germany and Russia to discuss the perspectives of three-lateral (Russia, Finland, Norway) Natural Heritage nomination of the Green Belt of Fennoscandia.  At the seminar they elaborated the operating schedule, responsible executors, research expeditions and the list of the Russian SPAs proposed for the GB of Fennoscandia nomination in the first instance. The important result of the work meeting was the recognition of advisability of interconnection between such significant international projects like the “GB of Fennoscandia as a potential WH site”, the “GB of Europe”, the global IUCN project on boreal and temperate forests and the “Countdown to 2010” IUCN initiative. Resume of the meeting, list of participants and the work meeting program are attached (Annex 1-3). 

2. Inventory of the existing documents and materials collected during all the previous stages of the nomination preparation has been made. The result of this stage was the list of the existing documents with their location defined, the list of lacking documents and materials for compilation of the full nomination file. Table with inventory results is attached (Annex 4).

3. In Summer-Autumn 2004 the representative of the Fund  took part in the work of two large international conferences:

· The Russian-Finnish work meeting dedicated to the trans-boundary cooperation in the sphere of environmental protection took place from 29 to 31 of August, 2004 in Sortavala (Republic of Karelia). One of key issues was the nomination preparation and outlining the priority protected areas for inscription into the nomination from the Finnish side. Negotiations on this subject took place with the representatives of the Finnish Ministry of Nature Resources. Talks with the Vice-Head of the Central Directorate of Natural Resources of the Republic of Karelia have been conducted during the meeting. He has fully supported the idea of including the Karelian protected areas – Kostomukshsky Reserve, Paanajarvi National Park and the projected Kalevalsky NP – into the nomination.  

· At the international conference «Green Belt of Europe» which took place in Hungary (Ferto-Hansag National Park) in September, the issues of nomination preparation have been discussed in the context of this large European environmental initiative. The Green Belt of Fennoscandia is the northern part of the European Belt (along with the Central European and Balkan parts) and its inscription into the UNESCO WH List would, undoubtedly, increase the attractiveness of the European project. At the conference there has been reached the preliminary understanding with representatives of Finland and IUCN on organization of the international summer 2005 expedition to the near-border protected areas with the aim of attracting attention to the project from the side of local administration, science and population.

4. Two news flashes have been prepared for the Moscow UNESCO Bureau website: about the international work meeting on planning the activity on the nomination preparation (April, St.Petersburg) and about the work executed within the frames of the project during Summer-Autumn 2004 (Annex 5, 6). 

5. The necessary components of the Russian part of the nomination file, including nomination text according to the UNESCO format, maps, lists of flora and fauna species, decrees and orders, bibliography have been prepared (Annex 7).

6. The Tentative List for the Russian part of the nomination has been made. The list is presently being under consideration in the Ministry of Natural Resources of Russia.

II. Russian part of the «Green Belt of Fennoscandia» international nomination 

Identification of the Property 

The territory presented for the inscription on the WH List from the Russian side is a natural site consisting of five separate clusters located along the Russian-Finnish and Russian-Norwegian borders. Distance between the clusters is 30-150 km. Two clusters are located in Murmansk Region: 

· Pasvik State Natural Reserve (14 727 ha), 

· Laplandsky State Natural Biosphere Reserve (278 436 ha) and the projected Lapland Forest («Laplandsky Les») polygon adjacent to it (reserved area 142 100 ha).

Three clusters are located in the Republic of Karelia:

· Paanajarvi State Natural National Park (104 354 ha), 

· Kostomukshsky State Natural Reserve (47 457 ha), 

· Kalevalsky National Park (95886 ha, under establishment). 

Total proposed area – more than 680 000 ha. 

Statement of significance

The Green Belt represent a range of ecosystems from Arctic tundra at the Barents Sea coast, to mixed broad-leaf forests covering the islands of the Gulf of Finland. 

The high degree of conservation of these taiga ecosystems in the past was conditioned by strictness of the national security belt along the borders. 

Aside from the unique preservation of the last tracts of old-growth taiga in the European part of the continent, this area has interesting geological structure and relief. On the one hand, the area is a part of the ancient Baltic crystalline shield. Fragments of the shield appear as large and small ridges and individual erratic massifs. On the other hand, the surface has been intricately transformed by glaciation, which resulted in the undulating moraine relief and unusual shapes of various moraine features, such as kames, eskers, outwash plains, drumlins, roches moutonnees, etc. The last glacier receded 10,000 years ago and this region's landforms are among the youngest in the world.

The formation of its ecosystems are still in the beginning stages and they are yet fairly unstable. Dissection of terrain, tectonic depressions and abundant precipitation resulted in formation of a multitude of picturesque lakes, appearing as the most fascinating trait of the local landscapes. A large number of rapids and waterfalls on small rivers add to the spectacular natural beauty of the area. 

Geographical position, climatic and geological features found their reflection in the remarkable mosaic of picturesque landscapes and frequent alteration of spectacular natural complexes. Location of the region in the taiga zone with predominantly light coniferous pine forests, combined with its remarkable terrain and multitude of lakes created its unique coloration.

Comparative analysis 

In general the Green Belt contains the last large massifs of old-growth taiga typical for  Fennoscandia, which mainly consist of dry pine forests with a characteristic high fire frequency. They are unique in the world. 

Another unique feature in this network of protected areas is the crossing of several vegetation regions between the Lapponian Tundra Province of the Circumarctic Tundra Zone and the Middle Baltic Mixed Forest District of the Middle European Deciduous Forest Region.
To show the uniqueness of the Green Belt, the site was compared to other similar existing or nominated World Heritage Sites in the taiga:

The Lapponian Area, Sweden:

· This area is characterized by a completely different geology and relief: The western parts are formed of a Caledonian mountain range with a steep relief and east of it stretches a lowland area of Archean geological origin. The territory has an altitude between 600 and 2,016m, whereas the most of Green Belt altitude are located though between sea level and 300m.

· Forests are dominated by spruce in the lowland areas, but the outstanding features of the site are the variety of swamp types as well as the vertical differentiation of flora and vegetation in the mountain region up to the alpine meadows. The Green Belt is composed dominantly of pine forests on gentle relief formations because of the work of the glaciers.

· The Lapponian Area is situated in the northern boreal district, reaching the (mountain) forest tundra of the Scandinavian Pine and Spruce Forest Province.
· The climate of the Lapponian Area is much more oceanic than in the Green Belt.

Virgin Komi Forests, Russia:

· The area is dominated by the North Ural mountains with characteristic mountain vegetation, the foothills are built up of limestone with a karst landscape, which is the base for much richer soil conditions than in the Green Belt.

· Forests composed of Siberian species, spruce and pine-spruce-fir-larch (Pinus sibirica, Abies sibirica, Larix sibirica) predominate, whereas the Green Belt is of typical European type.

Wood Buffalo, Canada:

· The Wood Buffalo National Park is characterized by American boreal tree species composition (Picea glauca, Picea mariana, Pinus banksiana, Larix laricana).

· From the point of view of geology, it is built up of evaporites and marine sediments which form much richer soils than in the Green Belt.

Other existing and potential World Heritage Sites in discussion of the Eurasian Taiga are all situated in Siberia and Russian Far East and therefore characterized by quite different climatic and vegetational conditions (Golden Mountains of Altai, Central Sikhote-Alin, Putorana Plateau, Magadansky State Natural Reserve).

Authenticity/Integrity  

The Association for State Natural Reserves and National Parks of the Russian North-West located in Petrozavodsk represents an adequate base for the establishment of a joint or at least co-ordinated management of the individual protected areas of the ‘Green Belt of Fennoscandia’. As for the long-term legislative protection of the sites, this is provided for the national parks and zapovedniks according to the Federal Law about Special Protected Natural Areas of 1995. 

The area is untouched and without human interference in its natural dynamics. It is large enough as well in its horizontal as in its vertical extension to contain and preserve all aspects of natural taiga and mire ecosystem processes:

· the vegetation structure with its natural mechanisms as forest fires, windfall or insect outbreaks, 

· the food chain, including the big predators as bear, wolf and lynx, 

· the delicate hydrological regime between mires, lakes and rivers, 

· the characteristic soil development on the poor crystalline shield and the diverse glacial deposits.

Criteria under which inscription is proposed:
N (i)

· The area is located on the oldest part of the European continent (2,500-3,000 Ma old).

· The big stratigraphic gap between the oldest precambrian crystalline Baltic Shield of Fennoscandia and youngest quarterny glacial deposits is unique in the world.

· On the territory, the complete glacial morphology including erosion as well as deposit formations is represented.

· In large areas untouched mires develop and function in a natural way, fixing CO2 and producing important peat deposits.

N (ii)

· The area represents the complete gradation of vegetation regions from the Arctic Tundra in the North up to the Deciduous Forest Region in the South as well as the vertical differentiation from the zonal plain ecosystems up to the Alpine Region. 

· In every geographical subdivision, the complete variety of site and ecosystem types under different soil, relief, and microclimatic conditions is present.

· The area presents west-east and south-north corridors for the still ongoing species resettlement after the glaciation. 

· These corridors are important for the genetic exchange between oceanic and continental as well as southern and northern species; they are the connection of the Fennoscandian Shield to the rest of the Eurasian Taiga.

N (iii)

· The intensive interrelation of water and land area, the numerous mires and clear lakes with their complicated coastlines as well as the rivers with rapids and waterfalls assemble the most beautiful features of the region.

N (iv)

· The predominance of natural pine forest massifs on the poor soils of the crystalline shield is found nowhere else than in Fennoscandia. The Green Belt is the only region where this kind of forest is preserved in a viable extension.

· The area contains the northernmost pine forests in the world in the ‘Kirkenes ledge’.

· The area represents an important migration route with a number of resting sites for migrating birds.

· The area is important for the conservation of rare species, for European forest conservation as a whole and especially for the Finnish protected areas. We can find here viable populations of many endangered European plant and animal species in which smaller protected areas are dependent, as they cannot maintain their own regeneration processes to a full extent. The Green Belt sustains the largest populations of many species that used to be more abundant further south before the era of intensive human impact. 

· In case of a probable climate change the area could present a possible north-south corridor for migration of species under changing conditions. 

In addition to these outstanding natural features, the site also presents significant cultural features as 

· numerous archeological sites from the Neolithic times,

· traces of the old Sami culture,

· the place of origin of the ‘Kalevala’ epic.

III. Perspectives of the «Green Belt of Fennoscandia» trans-boundary nomination

The prepared Russian part of the «Green Belt of Fennoscandia» nomination is not an independent natural site and is not planned for presentation into the WHC. The natural, economic and political significance of the site is many times increased with the joining up of efforts of Russia, Finland and Norway in nominating and the following conservation of the «Green Belt of Fennoscandia» trans-boundary site. The interconnection of the three countries in this field is continued since late 1990-s, and at this stage the site consisting of the 4 trans-boundary clusters seems to be the optimal version of the nomination:

· Pasvik Reserve - Vatsari (Norway);

· Laplandsky Reserve, Lapland Forest biosphere polygon - Urho-Kekkonen National Park (Finland);

· Paanajarvi National Park – Oulanka National Park (Finland)

· Kalevalsky National Park, Kostomukshsky Reserve - Juortanansalo-Lapinsuo, Iso-Palonen and Maariansarkat reservates (Finland).
The next step in the preparation of the trans-boundary nomination should be the international expedition into the near-border SPAs with the aim of raising the attention to the project from the side of local administration, science and the population. The preliminary agreement on such expedition has been reached with IUCN representatives and the Finnish delegation at the international conference «The Green Belt of Europe».

For the organization and carrying out the Russian part of the expedition, the «Natural Heritage Protection» Fund asks to foresee the possibility of the further financing of this project. 

Annex 1

"Green Belt of Fennoscandia"

Finland-Norway-Russia trans-boundary project

Within the framework of the "Green Belt of Fennoscandia" trans-boundary project the following activities are proposed for 2004:

1.
International workshop on the nomination preparation planning (operating schedule, responsible executors, research expeditions, etc.). The workshop will take place in St. Petersburg from 24 to 27 of April, 2004. About 20 participants are expected for the workshop (representatives of Finland, Norway, Germany, as well as representatives of UNESCO Moscow Bureau, Ministry of Natural Resources of RF, protected areas, involved in the project, scientific and public organizations). 

2. Inventory of the materials collected at the previous stages of the preparation process. Since the first stage took place back in 1995, there has been collected a significant amount of documents, photos and descriptions of separate clusters of the proposed site. So it is necessary to make up the inventory of collected materials in order to determine that ones needed to complete the nomination file. 

3. Field missions. On the basis of the steps 1-2 expeditions to the nominated clusters and to the regional and the Republic centers will be organized in order to collect the lacking documents and information,  make photo- and videofilming, negotiate with administration and local people, etc. The field trips are to be arranged in summer-autumn 2004.

4. Making up of the nomination file (Russian part) in accordance with the work plan (see  item 1).

“Green Belt of Fennoscandia as a potential trans-boundary WH Site”
International workshop

 St.-Petersburg, Russia, 25-26 April, 2004. 

I. Workshop program

Saturday, April, 24:

Arrival in St-Petersburg. (it is also possible to arrive on Sunday, April 25)
Transfer to the place of the workshop

Welcomes and technical remarks 

18.00 - 19.00: 
Dinner

Sunday, April, 25:

Arrival in St-Petersburg.

Transfer to the place of the workshop.

9.00 - 10.00: 

Breakfast

Opening of the workshop

10.00 - 10.15: 
Introduction into the workshop. Overview of the agenda. (A. Butorin, WNHP Fund). 

10.15 – 10.45: 
Overview of the aims of the World Heritage Convention; functioning of the Convention (U. Grabener, UNESCO)

10.45 - 11.15: 
World Natural Heritage in Russia. Current situation. (A. Butorin)

11.15 – 11.30: 
Break

11.30 - 12.15: 
"Green Belt of Europe" initiative. (K. Ullrich, BfN)

12.15 - 13.00: 
"Green Belt of Fennoscandia" as a part of "Green Belt of Europe" and "Boreal Forests" programs. (V.Moshkalo, IUCN)

13.00 - 14.00: 
Lunch

14.00 – 14.30: 
"Green Belt of Fennoscandia". Finnish part. (A. Saano, Finland) 

14.30 - 15.00: 
"Green Belt of Fennoscandia". Norwegian part. (N, Norway) 

15.00 - 15.30: 
"Green Belt of Fennoscandia". Russian part. (M. Moskvina, Ministry of Natural Recourses of the RF) 

15.30 – 16.00: 
Break

16.00 - 17.30: 
Session: Planning of the nominating process: working out of the final plan (including timing of activities); assignment of responsible executors; determination of lacking information; field missions planning, etc.
17.30 - 18.00: 
"Green Belt of Fennoscandia" program. (E. Jeshko, Karelian Research Centre, Russian Academy of Sciences)

18.00 - 19.00: 
Dinner

Slide and video show concerning WH Natural Sites.

Monday, April 26:

9.00 - 10.00: 

Breakfast

10.00 – 13.00:

(10.15 - 10.30 - Break)
Session: continuation

13.00 - 14.00: 
Lunch

14.00 - 16.00: 
Session: continuation. 

16.00 - 16.30: 
Break.

16.30 - 18.00: 
Debates and adoption of the final resolution. Closure of the workshop.

19.00 - 22.00: 
Goodbye party at a restaurant

Transfer to St-Petersburg (it is also possible to depart on Tuesday, April, 27). 

Departure.

Tuesday, April 27:

9.00 - 10.00: 

Breakfast

Transfer to St-Petersburg. 

Departure.
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“Green Belt of Fennoscandia as a potential trans-boundary World Heritage Site”

International workshop

St.-Petersburg, Russia, 25-26 April, 2004

List of Participants

	#
	Name
	Organisation
	Address
	Telephone
	Fax
	E-mail

	F I N L A N D
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	0205 64  4350
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	G E R M A N Y

	3.
	Schmauder, Heinrich
	Federal Agency 

for Nature Conservation, 
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GERMANY
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	+49 228/ 8491245
	schmauderh@bfn.de

	4.
	Ullrich, Karin Susanne


	Federal Agency 

for Nature Conservation
	Konstantinstrasse 110,

53179 Bonn,

GERMANY
	+49 228 / 8491 473
 
	+49 228/ 8491 460
	UllrichK@bfn.de

	R U S S I A

	5.
	Antipov, Alexander
	Institute of Geography SO Russian Academy of Sciences
	
	+7 3952/  427820
	
	

	6
	Bijon, Alexander
	Paanayarvy National Park
	RUSSIA, 186667

Republic of Karelia, 

Loukhi district, Pyaozersky, Druzhby, 31
	+7 81439/ 28688
	+7 81439/ 28688
	paanajarvi@onego.ru


	7
	Butorin, Alexey
	Natural Heritage 

Protection Fund
	RUSSIA, 

125212 Moscow, 

Viborgskaya str, 8-3
	+7 095/ 

150 92 93
	+7 095/ 

150 92 93
	heritage@rol.ru 

	8
	Grabener, Uli
	UNESCO 

Moscow Bureau
	RUSSIA, 

119034 Moscow, 

Levshinsky Bolshoi  per, 15/28, bld. 2
	+7 095/ 2028097 


	+7 095/ 2020568
	moscow@unesco.org
u.grabener@unesco.ru


	9
	Moshkalo, Vladimir
	IUCN 

CIS Office
	RUSSIA, 

123182 Moscow, 

Marshala Vasilevskogo str, 17
	+7 095/ 1904655
	
	head@iucn.ru

	10
	Jeshko, Evgeny 
	Karelian Research Center,

Russian Academy of Sciences
	
	+7 8142/ 780059
	
	ieshko@krc.karelia.ru

	11
	Khohlov, Anatoly
	Pasvik 

Natural State Reserve
	RUSSIA,

184424 Murmansk region,

Pechenegsky district, Rayakoski
	+7 81554/ 21365
	
	pasvik@inett.ru 



	12
	Makarova, Ol`ga
	Pasvik 

Natural State Reserve
	RUSSIA,

184424 Murmansk region,

Pechenegsky district, Rayakoski
	+7 81554/ 21365
	
	pasvik@inett.ru 



	13
	Kurbatova, Anastasia
	Natural Heritage

Protection Fund
	RUSSIA, 

125212 Moscow, 

Viborgskaya str, 8-3
	+7 095/

406 82 96
	+7 095/ 

150 92 93
	greenelf@au.ru 

	14
	Moskvina, Maria
	Russian Ministry 

of Natural Resources
	
	+7 095/ 2308670
	+7 095/ 2306085
	

	15
	Shestakov, Sergey
	Laplandsky 

Natural State Reserve
	RUSSIA,

184280 Murmansk region,

Monchegorsk, Zeleny pereulok, 8
	
	
	lapland@monch.mels.ru

	16
	Shumkin, Gennady 
	Greenpeace Russia
	RUSSIA, 

127994 Moscow, 

Novaya Bashilovka str., 6
	+7 095/ 2574122
	+7 095/ 2574110
	heritage@ru.greenpeace.org

	17
	Pozdnyakov, Sergey
	Kostomukshsky

Natural State Reserve
	RUSSIA

186989, Republic of Karelia, Kostomuksha, Priozernaya, 2
	+ 7 81459/ 93524 


	
	kost.zap@karelia.ru

	18
	Zavarzin, Alexey
	Baltic Fund for Nature 

of Specially Protected Areas
	RUSSIA, 

199034 St.-Petersburg, Universitetskaya emb., 7/9
	+7 812/ 3289620 
	+7 812/ 3240885
	zavarzin@yahoo.com 

	19
	Petrov, Viktor 
	Kola biodiversity conservation Centre
	
	+7 81555/ 76912
	
	pvn@biodiversity.ru 

	20
	Kislova, Olga
	Translator  
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Resume of the international workshop “Green Belt of Fennoscandia as a potential trans-boundary World Heritage Site” 

From 25 to 26 of April, 2004 in St.-Petersburg, Russia an international workshop was convened with 21 experts from institutions, SPAs and NGOs of Finland, Germany and Russia to discuss the perspectives of three-lateral (Russia, Finland, Norway) Natural Heritage nomination of the Green Belt of Fennoscandia.

The workshop recognized that the site is an area of universal natural value and is to be nominated to the World Heritage List.

The workshop also recognized the expediency of interconnection between such significant international projects like the “GB of Fennoscandia as a potential WH site”, the “GB of Europe”, the global IUCN project on boreal and temperate forests and the “Countdown to 2010” IUCN initiative. The ways of such cooperation are to be elaborated. 

From the Russian part the following SPAs are proposed for the GB of Fennoscandia nomination in the first instance: the Natural State Reserves of Pasvik, Laplandsky and Kostomukshsky; Paanayarvi National Park and Kalevalsky estimated National Park (only in case of establishment and obtaining the federal status of NP).

Moreover the Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center will initiate the establishment of the Laplandsky Forest biosphere polygon belonging to the Laplandsky Natural State Reserve. If it is a success the polygon is also can be considered as a part of the nomination. 

The Finnish side expressed an interest to the project but noted that the official approval of Finnish authorities is required. 

Regarding the Russian part of the nomination the draft of the nomination file can be prepared by the end of 2004. The common Finnish-Russian nomination’s dossier can be prepared after the official opinion of the Finnish side will be expressed. 

The Natural Heritage Protection Fund in cooperation with Karelian Research Center (Russian Academy of Sciences) will negotiate with the Norwegian side its possible participation in the project. (Three lateral NP as a cluster of the GB of Fennoscandia).

The Russian issues of the project are under coordination of the Natural Heritage Protection Fund; regional coordinators of the project are:

On behalf of the SPAs of the Murmansk region - the Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center (Mr. V. Petrov);

On behalf of the SPAs of the Republic of Karelia – Karelian Research Center (Mr. E. Jeshko). 

The executors in compliance with the nomination format are: The Natural Heritage Protection Fund, Greenpeace Russia: sections 1 ( a-g, e), 2, 4 and 7;

Karelian Research Center and the Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center: sections 1 (d), 3,5,6 of the nomination form.

An international presentation trip over the territories of all the above-mentioned SPAs will be arranged in summer 2005. It’s determined to arrange a few expeditions to the regional and the Republic centers in order to discuss the nomination issues with the relevant authorities in summer 2004. 

There are a few areas without federal protection status to be pointed out in the nomination dossier as perspective clusters to the site. They are Alla-Akkayarvy estimated NP, Kaita projectible Game Reserve, Kutsa Game Reserve, the Landscape Game Reserve of Koytayoki, the estimated Landscape Game Reserve of Tulos, Ladoga Skerries projectible NP, the Karelian Forest game reserve, the Ingermanlandsky estimated Natural Reserve, the Prigranichny projectible NP. 

The workshop proposed as a potential natural-cultural WH site a cluster area of dark coniferous forests consisting of the areas of Pinezhsky Natural State Reserve, Kenozersky and Vodlozersky NPs, Kozhozersky Game Reserve, the Onega Pomorye estimated NP, Belomoro-Kuloyskoe Plateau  etc.

It’s possible to discuss the issues concerning the GB of Fennoscadia nominating process within the following events:

The Russian-Finnish meeting in Sortavala in August-September of 2004;

The summit of the Baltic States (Norway, June 2004);

On the opinion of the SPAs represented at the workshop, a working meeting should be hold in the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources on the issue of implementation of the Convention regarding its natural aspects. It’s also necessary to improve coordination between the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources and the National WH Committee.
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Documents inventory of the “Green Belt of Fennoscandia” nomination

	
	Pasvik Reserve 
	Laplandsky Reserve
	Kostomukshsky Reserve
	Paanajarvi National Park
	Kalevalsky National Park

	Physical and geographical description
	· State Hunting Department

- Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center

- Pasvik Reserve 


	- Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center

- Laplandsky Reserve

- Social-Ecological Union


	- Greenpeace Russia

- Forest Institute of the Karelian Research Center

- Kostomukshsky Reserve 

- Social-Ecological Union
	- Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center

- Forest Institute of the Karelian Research Center
	- Greenpeace Russia
- Forest Institute of the Karelian Research Center

- Kostomukshsky Reserve

	Maps
	- Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center

- Pasvik Reserve
	- Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center

- Laplandsky Reserve
	- Forest Institute of the Karelian Research Center

- Kostomukshsky Reserve
	- Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center

- Forest Institute of the Karelian Research Center
	Forest Institute of the Karelian Research Center (partly)



	Management plans, decrees, orders, etc. Statistics
	- Ministry of Natural Resources of RF

- Pasvik Reserve
	- Ministry of Natural Resources of RF

- Laplandsky Reserve

- Social-Ecological Union


	- Ministry of Natural Resources of RF

- Kostomukshsky Reserve

- Social-Ecological Union


	- Ministry of Natural Resources of RF

- Paanajarvi National Park 


	Statistics (partly) – Kostomukshsky Reserve

	Photo and video documentation
	-
	-
	Slides – Greenpeace Russia (summer 1999 and 2001) 

Video – Greenpeace Russia 
	-
	Slides – Greenpeace Russia (summer 2001)

No video


The existing materials form a basis for writing an author’s nomination text according to the UNESCO format. The responsible executors of the format issues are: 

Natural Heritage Protection Fund, Greenpeace Russia:

1. Identification of the Property

a) Country

b) State, Province or Region

c) Name of Property

d) Exact location on a map and geographical coordinates 

e) Area of Property (ha.)

2. Justification for Inscription.

a) Statement of significance 

b) Comparative analysis 

c) Authenticity/Integrity

d) Criteria under which inscription is proposed.

4. Management

a) Ownership

b) Legal status 

c) Protective measures and means of implementing them

d) Agencies with management authority

e) Management realization level 

7. Documentation

a) Photographs, slides, videofilm ..

c) Bibliography

Russian Ministry of Natural Resources:

3. Description 

c) Form and date of most recent records of Property 

e) Policy and programs on territory of the nominated object

4. Management

g) Sources and levels of finance 

j) Property management plans.

k) Staffing levels

7. Documentation

b) Copies of Property management plans and extracts from other documents 

d) Address where inventory, records and archives are held

On behalf of the SPAs of the Murmansk region - the Kola Biodiversity Conservation Center;

On behalf of the SPAs of the Republic of Karelia - Karelian Research Center 
1. Identification of the Property

d) Exact location on a map and geographical coordinates 

3. Description 

a) Description of Property

b) History and Development 

d) Present state of conservation

4. Management

f) Agreed plans related to the Property

h) Sources of expertise and training in conservation and management techniques 

I) visitor facilities and statistics 

5. Factors Affecting the Property

a) Development pressures

b) Environmental pressures.

c) Natural disasters and preparedness

d) Visitor/tourism pressures

e) Number of inhabitants within Property

6. Monitoring.

a) Key indicators for measuring state of conservation.

b) Administrative arrangements for monitoring Property.

c) Results of previous reporting exercises
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UNESCO news flash I

Wrangel Island is inscribed into the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Photographs (by A. Butorin):

1. Landscapes of the Wrangel Island;

2. Mammoth tusk from the Gousinaya River valley;

3. Eider-duck.

On the 30th of July at the XXVIII Session of the World Heritage Committee (Suzhou, China) the Wrangel Island Natural State Reserve has been included in to the World Cultural and Natural Heritage List of UNESCO. It's the eighth World Natural Heritage property in Russia. 

The WH Committee recognized the site as an outstanding example of evolution of the various natural complexes (mountain, plain and coastal) of Arctic. Regarding the Arctic zone, the territory is extraordinary rich in biodiversity and meets all the requirements of its conservation; the site contains habitats of rear and endangered species of global significance (Nii and Niv criteria). 

However the Committee pointed to the necessity of elaboration for the site of a long-term management plan and the strategy of its realization. 

The Wrangel Island Reserve with the total area of 2 225 650 ha includes the islands of Wrangel and Herald and 12 nautical mile water area around every island (1 430 000 ha totally) of the Chuckchee Sea and the East Siberian Sea. 
The islands of Wrangel and Herald boast Arctic's richest flora and fauna biodiversity. Here we can see a mixture of typically Arctic and relatively southern - Asian and American taxones. The vegetation communities include Pleistocene relics that in certain places form landscapes, which is why the landscapes of the two islands are a lot closer to those of the Pleistocene than most of the others existing today.

The islands represent unique flora communities and endemic soil types; it is home for 40 endemic species and sub-species of vascular plants, insects, birds and mammals (lemmings). Some of them are relic and belong to the smallest in number populations in the world.

The islands and the waters around them compose a key area for a whole number of rare and specially protected birds and animals. The area accounts for the largest bird rookeries in East Arctic. 

The Wrangel Island nomination has been prepared by the Reserve research officers with the assistance of Greenpeace Russia and WWF Russian office. 
Green Belt of Fennoscandia as a potential trans-boundary WH site 

Photographs of the nature of  Karelia

(Kostomukshsky Natural State Reserve; by V. Kantor)

Since 1995 eight Russian natural sites obtained the World Heritage status and the nominating process of new properties is going on at the moment. In the current year the top project is the Green Belt of Fennoscandia trans-boundary nomination that covers the old-grown taiga forestlands extended along the Russian-Finnish, Russian-Norwegian borders.

The Russian part of the project is supported by the UNESCO Moscow office and is being coordinated by the Natural Heritage Protection Fund. 

Pictures of the workshop

(by A. Butorin)

From 25 to 26 of April, 2004 in St. Petersburg an international workshop was convened with 21 experts from institutions, SPAs and NGOs of Finland, Germany and Russia to discuss the perspectives of three-lateral (Russia, Finland, Norway) Natural Heritage nomination of the Green Belt of Fennoscandia.

 At the seminar they elaborated the operating schedule, responsible executors, research expeditions and the list of the Russian SPAs proposed for the GB of Fennoscandia nomination in the first instance. The workshop also recognized the expediency of interconnection between such significant international projects like the “GB of Fennoscandia as a potential WH site”, the “GB of Europe”, the global IUCN project on boreal and temperate forests and the “Countdown to 2010” IUCN initiative. 

By now all the collected materials relevant to the nomination (documents, photos and descriptions of separate clusters of the proposed site) have been inventoried; the list of lacking documents has been made up.

The field trips to the Murmansk region and the Republic of Karelia in order to collect the lacking materials and negotiate with administration and local people are to be arranged in summer-autumn 2004.

The complete nomination file (Russian part) is scheduled by the end of 2004. 

Annex 6

UNESCO news flash II

Green Belt of Fennoscandia as a potential trans-boundary WH site

Within the frames of the project of preparation of the Russian part of the trans-boundary nomination «Green Belt of Fennoscandia» fulfilled by the «Natural Heritage Protection» Fund with the support of the Moscow Bureau of UNESCO, in Summer-Autumn 2004 the representative of the Fund  took part in the work of two large international conferences.

The Russian-Finnish work meeting dedicated to the trans-boundary cooperation in the sphere of environmental protection took place in the end of August in Sortavala (Republic of Karelia). One of key issues was the nomination preparation and outlining the priority protected areas for inscription into the nomination from the Finnish side. Representatives of the Ministry of Environment of Finland promised to determine the list of the areas by the end of this year. Talks with the Vice-Head of the Central Directorate of Natural Resources of the Republic of Karelia have been conducted during the meeting. He has fully supported the idea of including the Karelian protected areas – Kostomukshsky Reserve, Paanajarvi National Park and the projected Kalevalsky NP – into the nomination.  

At the international conference «Green Belt of Europe» which took place in Hungary in September, the issues of nomination preparation have been discussed in the context of this large European environmental initiative. The Green Belt of Fennoscandia is the northern part of the European Belt (along with the Central European and Balkan parts) and its inscription into the UNESCO WH List would, undoubtedly, increase the attractiveness of the European project. At the conference there has been reached the preliminary understanding with representatives of Finland and IUCN on organization of the international summer expedition to the near-border protected areas with the aim of attracting attention to the project from the side of local administration, science and population.

At present on the basis of the gathered materials and documents there goes the compilation of the common nomination file according to the format established by the World Heritage Center. It is planned to complete the Russian part of the nomination by the end of November. Future work on preparation of the joint Russian-Finnish-Norwegian nomination is going to be carried out during 2005.  
Photo: Meeting at the Hungarian-Austrian border. The Minister of Environment and Water of Hungary Mr. Miklos Persanyi (second from the left) greets the participants of the conference.

Photo by A. Butorin.
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