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Selection Criteria
Until late 2004, when Russia's last natural site, Wrangel Island, was
inscribed on the World Heritage List, properties were selected on
the basis of six cultural and four natural criteria, with the protec-
tion, management, authenticity, and integrity of properties also
being important considerations.  According to UNESCO criteria, a
property may be inscribed if it:
(i)  Contains superlative natural phenomena or areas of exception-

al natural beauty and aesthetic importance; 
(ii) Represents major stages of earth's history, including the record

of life, significant on-going geological processes in the develop-
ment of landforms, or significant geomorphic or physiographic
features; 

(iii) Represents significant on-going ecological and biological

processes in the evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh
water, coastal, and marine ecosystems and communities of
plants and animals; 

(iv) Contains the most important and significant natural habitats
for in-situ conservation of biological diversity, including those
containing threatened species of outstanding universal value
from the point of view of science or conservation. 

Note: In 2005, the selection criteria for cultural and natural sites were com-
bined into one list of criteria numbered (i)-(x), when the Operational
Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention were
revised. Under the current system, natural criteria (i)-(iv) detailed above are
known as criteria (vii)-(x), respectively.  It is under these new criteria that
Russia's future World Natural Heritage sites will be inscribed.

World Natural Heritage Sites in the Russian Federation
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